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Apple Devices: Speak Selection Feature 
This built in feature provides text to speech capabilities on your Apple device in almost any instance of 
text. There is not a mainstream device or tablet that has the same functionality and features built in as 
the Apple products at this time.  

Here are instructions on how to set up “Speak Selection” and the options available. This tutorial 
assumes you have updated your Apple device to iOS 5 or later (applies to: iPad, iPhone, iPod touch). A 
Video tour can be found on the AssistiveTechAU YouTube Channel. 

1. Go into Settings > General > Accessibility > Speak Selection. It is not active by default and needs 

to be turned on 

 

2. In the Speak Selection options window you can change the text to speech voice rate.  
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3. The above right image shows the Speak tool that appears after you select some text by double 

tapping and dragging your finger on the screen.  

4. When the Speak tool is clicked you will start hearing the text that you selected  

5. You also are provided with the ability to move the handles surrounding the selected text to 

adjust what text is selected.  

6. Various Tools are displayed to choose from like Cut, Copy, Paste, Define or Suggest. If you have 

only one word selected the Define or Suggest tool (for misspelled words) are available (shown 

below). 

7. You can PAUSE speaking by pressing the pause button that appears once speaking of selected 

text begins. 
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