Orientation Day for SCIS Graduate Students

Date: November 04, 2025  
Time: 8:45 AM-4:30 PM (MST)
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 273 373 426 660 5 
Passcode: jS6xP2n2 
Dial in by phone 
+1 647-749-1732,,59936141# Canada, Toronto
(866) 598-0754,,59936141# Canada (Toll-free)
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 599 361 41#

Agenda
  Chairs: Dr. Larbi Esmahi, Graduate Program Director, and Carole Mason, Program Officer
  Rapporteurs:  Linda Gray and Paula Stiles, Graduate Program Advisors

	[bookmark: _Hlk53822073]8:45 – 9:00
	Meet & Greet and Tech Check 

	9:00 – 9:10
	· Land acknowledgement: Athabasca University respectfully acknowledges that we are on and work on the traditional lands of the Indigenous peoples (Inuit, First Nations, Metis) of Canada. We honour the ancestry, heritage and gifts of the Indigenous peoples and give thanks to them.
· Welcome Message from the Dean of the Faculty of Science and Technology
(Dr. Shauna Zenteno)

	
	Section A:    SCIS Graduate Studies

	9:10 – 9:45
	· Graduate Studies and Research (Dr. Meenal Shrivastava, Asso. Dean of Faculty of Graduate Studies)
· An Overview of Funding and Awards (Ms. Heather Purchase, Graduate Funding and Strategy Lead, Faculty of Graduate Studies)

	[bookmark: _Hlk208330892]9:45 – 10:05
	· Learning Online at AU (Dr. Jon Dron, Asso. Dean in Learning and Assessment of FST)

	10:05 – 10:25
	· Conducting Research (Dr. Maiga Chang, Asso. Dean in Research of FST)


	[bookmark: _Hlk208309291]
10:25 – 10:30
	   [image: Exam Stressbuster: Coffee Break! - Algoma]

	10:30 – 10:50
	· Library resources and services (Jennifer Rempel, Info Literacy & Resource Access Librarian)

	10:50 – 11:10
	· Services and Resources for FST graduate students (Dr. Dunwei Wen, Chair of the School of Computing and Information Systems)

	11:10 – 11:30

	· Athabasca University Graduate Students’ Association  (Gelareh Keshavarz, Chair, Labour Relations Committee

	11:30 – 12:00
	· Graduate program regulations and course regulations for MSc-CIS, GC-ITM, GC-DA, GC-IS (Ms. Linda Gray and Dr. Larbi Esmahi)

	
12:00 – 12:40
	[image: ]

	
	                            Section B:    SCIS Research

	12:40 – 1:00
	· Research Ethics (Dr. Stella George)

	1:00 – 1:20
	· Virtual Agent Systems Research Cluster (Dr. Stella George)

	1:20 – 1:40
	· Intelligent Systems and Machine Learning Research Cluster (Dr. Oscar Lin)

	1:40 – 2:00
	·  Adaptivity Research Cluster (Dr. Stella George)

	2:00 – 2:20
	· Cyber-Physical Systems and Cybersecurity Research Cluster (Dr. Qing Tan)

	2:20 – 2:40
	PhD study opportunities:
· Agreement for PhD studies between AU and U of Oviedo, Spain (Dr. Qing Tan)
· Online PhD program (IMPDET) on educational technology, collaboration with University of Eastern Finland (Dr Sabine Graf)

	
2:40 – 2:45
	   [image: Exam Stressbuster: Coffee Break! - Algoma]

	
	Section C:   Research Projects Introduction 
(5 mins for each professor, chair: Carole Mason)

	2:45 – 4:00
	1. Dr Ali Dewan 
2. Dr Mustafa Avci
3. Dr Srijak Bhatnagar 
4. Dr Jason Bernard 
5. Dr Darcy Cordell
6. Dr Jon Dron
7. Dr Oscar Lin
8. Dr Xiaokun Zhang
9. Dr. Dunwei Wen

	4:00 – 4:30
	
Q&A and Closing Remark from Asso. Dean in Student Experience of FST, Dr. Ken Munyikwa


	
	







For students,
If this is your first time using Microsoft Teams, you might want to take a few minutes to test the link and get familiar with the App before the meeting. Click on the link and if you do not have the Microsoft Teams App on your computer, you will be prompted to install it.
During the meeting, please make sure to mute your microphone if you are not speaking. For questions, please raise your hand using the hand icon or type your question on the chat.
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8: 45   –   9:00  Meet  &   Greet and Tech Check    

9:00  –   9: 10     Land acknowledgement:   Athabasca University respectfully acknowledges that  we are on and work on the traditional lands of the Indigenous peoples (Inuit, First  Nations, Metis) of Canada. We honour the ancestry, heritage and gifts of the  Indigenous peoples and give thanks to them.      Welcome  M essage from the   Dean   of the Faculty of Science and Technology   (Dr .   Shauna Zenteno )  

 Section A:     SCIS  Graduate Studies  

9 : 10   –   9 : 45     Graduate Studies and Research ( Dr .  Meenal Shrivastava, Asso. Dean of F aculty of  G raduate  S tudies )      An Overview of Funding and Awards (Ms. Heather Purchase,  Graduate Funding  and Strategy Lead , Faculty of Graduate Studies)  

9 : 4 5   –   10 : 0 5     Learning Online at AU (Dr. Jon Dron,   Asso. Dean   in Learning and Assessment   of  FST )  

10 : 0 5   –   10 : 2 5     Conducting Research (Dr. Maiga Chang, Asso. Dean in Research of FST)    

  10: 2 5   –   10: 30       

10 : 30   –   10 : 5 0     Library resources and services (Jennifer Rempel,  Info Literacy & Resource Access  Librarian )  

10:5 0   –   1 1 : 10     Services and  R esources for FST graduate students (Dr. Dunwei Wen, Chair of the  School of  C omputing and  I nformation  S ystems)  

11 : 1 0   –   1 1 : 30       Athabasca University Graduate Students’  Association    ( Gelareh Keshavarz ,   Chair,  Labour Relations Committee  

