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Graduate Student Orientation Agenda
Master of Science – Earth System Science
Faculty of Science and Technology  |  November 3, 2026
Join the morning Microsoft Teams meeting
Meeting ID: 254 730 960 251 390  |  Passcode: CC6fn2UY
Dial in by phone
+1 647-749-1732,,7466860# — Canada, Toronto
(866) 598-0754,,7466860# — Canada (toll-free)
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 746 686 0#
Morning sessions are held jointly with the MSc CIS program
8:45–9:00   Meet and Greet
9:00–9:10   Opening and Welcome
· Land acknowledgement
· Welcome from Dr. Shauna Zenteno, Dean, Faculty of Science and Technology
Session A — AU Graduate Studies Resources
Chair: Larbi Esmahi
9:10–9:50
· Graduate Studies and Research (Heather Purchase, Graduate Funding and Strategy Lead, and Deanna Rausch, Graduate Thesis & Academic Records Advisor, Faculty of Graduate Studies)
· An Overview of Funding and Awards (Heather Purchase, Graduate Funding and Strategy Lead, Faculty of Graduate Studies)
9:50–10:10   Library Resources and Services (Jennifer Rempel, Information Literacy and Resource Access Librarian)
10:10–10:30   Athabasca University Graduate Students’ Association (Gelareh Keshavarz, AUGSA President and Council Member for FST and MSc CIS student)
10:30–10:40   Coffee Break
Session B — FST Graduate Studies
Chair: Farook Al-Shamali
10:40–11:05   Conducting Research (Dr. Maiga Chang, FST Associate Dean, Research)
11:05–11:35   Learning Online at AU (Dr. Jon Dron, FST Associate Dean, Learning and Assessment)
11:35–12:00   Research Ethics (Dr. Stella George)
12:00–1:00   Lunch Break



Breakout Room 2 — MSc ESS Graduate Studies
Please leave the morning meeting and join the MSc ESS afternoon meeting using the link below.
Join the MSc ESS afternoon Microsoft Teams meeting
Meeting ID: 246 549 015 401 883  |  Passcode: Hy6aY9uo
Dial in by phone
+1 647-749-1732,,116658491# — Canada, Toronto
(866) 598-0754,,116658491# — Canada (toll-free)
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 116 658 491#
The afternoon breakout session is for MSc ESS students only
Chair: Farook Al-Shamali
Session C — Navigating the MSc ESS Program
1:00–1:50
An overview of program requirements, thesis- and project-based routes, course planning, research and supervision, and student support, with time for questions and discussion. Presenters: Ms. Paula Stiles and Dr. Farook Al-Shamali.
1:50–2:00   Break
Session D — MSc ESS Research Focus Areas
2:00–2:50
This session introduces the five focus areas listed below, highlighting their scope, key questions, and approaches. Presenters: Drs. Chris Glover, Ken Munyikwa, Scott Ketcheson, Shawn Lewenza, and Srijak Bhatnagar.
Environmental Science
Quaternary Earth Systems
Climate Change
Environmental Analytics
Bioinformatics
The session concludes with questions and discussion.
2:50–3:00   Break
Session E — Meet the Researchers
3:00–4:00
Meet faculty members and learn about their research interests, current or recent research activities, and potential opportunities for graduate student involvement.
Dr. Ken Munyikwa – Reconstructing near-surface Earth processes: imaging buried stream channels using ground-penetrating radar along the Sturgeon River, Alberta
Dr. Shawn Lewenza — Biosensors, bioremediation and bioinformatics
Dr. Scott Ketcheson – Disturbance, wetlands and water in Alberta’s Boreal
Dr. Chris Glover — Environmental Animal Physiology and Aquatic Toxicology
Dr. Shauna Zenteno – Integrating Knowledge Systems to assess climate-driven ecosystem impacts in the north through the analysis of microbial population shifts
Dr. James Greenwood-Lee – Dynamics of adaptation
Dr. Gustavo Carrero — A bit of mathematical modelling in biology…and psychology
The session concludes with questions, discussion, and closing remarks.
image1.png
U Athabasca University

FACULTY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY




