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2026 AU Research Forum

Together in Research

2026 AU Research Forum Program

Academic Research Centre, Athabasca University Main Campus

Thursday, October 22, 2026

09:00

Main campus parking
lot & ARC main floor

Bus arrival & registration

In person

9:00 - 9:30 Room 3007 Breakfast
. . Opening remarks & Dr. Alex Clark,
09:30 - 09:45 Land acknowledgement AU President
Dr. Angela Workman-
_ Stark, Dr. Lana Ray,
gyb”d 3003 AU C da R h Chai Dr. Terra Manca,
. . oom anada Rresearc alrs Dr. Mickey Vallee,
09:45 - 10:45 (CRC) Panel Dr. Scott Ketcheson,
Moderated by
Dr. Ramses llarraza,
Interim AVP Research
In person
10:45 - 11:15 | Room 3007 Coffee break

& 3 floor atrium

Publishing for Impact:

MacKinley Darlington,
Interim Director, AU Press;

Hybrid .
11:15 - 12:00 Ryogm 2003 A Conversation on Ryan Van Huijstee,
Open Access with AU Press Director, Concordia
University Press
In person

12:00 - 13:00

Main floor servery

Lunch

Dr. Daniel Chang,

Dr. Oscar Lin,
Hybrid Gen-Al in Academic Research Dr. Dunwei Wen,
13:00 - 14:00 | poom 3003 Panel Moderated by
Dr. Richard Dixon,
Interim Dean FB
14:00 - 14:15 Short break
Know Your Audience: | Facilitated by
Tailoring Research Dr. Leah Brainin,
Communication for Interim Knowledge
In person Roundtables N gy
14:15 — 15:00 | Breakout rooms Comcurrent E:i?og/emzné ' Mobilization Specialist
3008 & 3009 sessions icalana Creative | o i ored by
Approaches to Al in : .
Dr. Michael Lithgow
Post-secondary
) & Dr. Jon Dron
Education
In person
15:00 - 15:30 | Room 3007 Coffee break

& 3 floor atrium

15:30 - 16:30

Hybrid
Room 3003

Best Practices in Online
Research Supervision Panel

Dr. Frits Pannekoek,
Dr. Agnieszka Palalas,
Dr. Janelle Baker,
Moderated by

Dr. Simon Sigue,
Interim Dean FGS

17:00

Main campus
parking lot

Bus departure to Edmonton
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Athabasca University ~ Together in Research

Friday, October 23, 2026

Main campus parking

09:00 lot & ARC main floor Bus arrival & registration
. . In person
9:00 - 9:30 Room 3007 Breakfast
. . Opening remarks & Dr. Ramses llarraza,
09:30 - 09:45 Hybrid Land acknow|edgement Interim AVP Research
Room 3003 ,
09:45 - 10:30 World café
In person
10:30 - 11:00 |Room 3007 Coffee break

& 3 floor atrium

Dr. Rebeccah Nelems,
Dr. Navid Pourmokhtari,
Dr. Shawn Lewenza,
for Impact Panel Moderated by

Dr. Leah Brainin

. . Hybrid Mobilizing Knowledge
1:00 - 12:00 | L5 3003

In person

Main floor servery Lunch

12:00 - 13:00

Quiet Places: Why Quiet

is a Governance Problem Dr. Mickey Vallee

Security Dilemma: The
Psychology of State
Insecurity within
International Relations

Dr. Navid Pourmokhtari

Cultivating the Reader's
Agency: Early Modern
Readers and the Al
Moment

Dr. Matthew Prineas

Fast Mastery Detection
tvbrid for Adaptive Formative Dr. Oscar Lin
uk Assessment

Spark talks
13:00 - 13:50

Room 3003 In person Joint Deep Learning and

presenters | peasoning for Healthcare Dr. Dunwei Wen

A Science Education

Research Initiative Dr. Gustavo Carrero

How Resource Roads
Alter Water Movement in
Alberta's Boreal
Wetlands

Dr. Scott Ketcheson

From Bacteria to Better
Water Decisions:
Commercialization as a | Dr. Shawn Lewenza
Catalyst for Knowledge
Mobilization

13:50 - 14:00 Short break

Access and Opportunity:

How Nurses Engage in

Spark talks Continuing Education in
P Rural Canada

Dr. Kristin Petrovic

Hybrid - . .
14:00 - 15:00 Room 3003 A narrative investigation
of how caregivers

presenters | phecogme responsible for | Dr. Terra Manca
more during and after

the COVID-19 pandemic

Online
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Evaluating a non-profit
data management
solution: University-
community data
management
partnerships on REDCap

Dr. Kharah Ross

Value Arbitrage — The
Social Construction of
Hierarchy in the World
Economy

Dr. Paul Kellog

Building Integrated,
Secure, and Intelligent
Organizational Systems
for High-Quality Online
Education in the Al Era

Dr. Harris Wang

Multimodal Cognitive
Engagement Detection
in Online Learning

Dr. Ali Dewan

Agentic Hypergraphs
Assisted Cognitive
Decoupling for
Interpretable Coding

Dr. Xiaokun Zhang

The Impact of Automatic
Computational Model
Inference

Dr. Jason Bernard

Optical Sensors for Water
Quality Measurement

Dr. Angela Beltaos

15:00 - 15:30

In person
Room 3007
& 3™ floor atrium

Coffee break

15:30 - 16:15

Research Data Management
Toolkit Presentation - AU Library

Dr. Robyn Stobbs,
Research Data
Management and Digital

Aybrid Preservation Librarian
vatl | |
Room 3003 Dr. Catherine
16:15 - 16:30 Closing remarks Swindlehurst, Provost and
Vice-President Academic
In person

16:30-18:30

3 floor atrium

Mixer with Graduate Student Research Conference

18:00

Main campus
parking lot

Bus departure to Edmonton




