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Test your understanding of 
Plagiarism  

 

 

• Source: Academic Integrity at the University of 
Guelph 

http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/plagiarism_q
uiz.cfm 
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AU Definition of Plagiarism:10.1.2.2  
 • Plagiarism involves submitting or presenting work in a course as if that work were 

the student’s own, when, in fact, it was not. Often plagiarism exists when: 
1. the work submitted was done in whole or in part, by an individual other than the 

person submitting the work 
2. the whole or parts of a work are taken from another source without reference to the 

original author, publication, journal or Internet source 
3. the whole or parts of the coursework submitted lacks citations even though a list of 

sources is provided 
4. the coursework has been copied in whole or in part from an individual, a textbook, 

a solution manual, the Internet or any other source 
5. when paid or professional editors are used inappropriately. Students are 

encouraged to contact the individual to whom their coursework is being submitted 
to discuss their plan on the use of an editor prior to submission of their 
coursework. 

Source: http://calendar.athabascau.ca/undergrad/current/page11_02_new.php 
 

 



Case Study 
 • “Mary Jones, an instructor in the English department, was marking 
her term papers when she came across an essay that set all her 
alarm bells ringing. First of all, one paragraph seemed to be 
suspiciously familiar. In fact, it was from an article she herself had 
written and she remembered how fond she had been of a certain 
turn of phrase, a phrase which had also apparently attracted her 
student. Then again, there seemed to be differences in writing style 
within the essay itself. Whereas at times the writer’s style was 
characteristic of much student work, with occasional grammar and 
punctuation errors, as well as a certain awkwardness of phrasing, 
at other times it was extremely sophisticated, and that of an expert 
writer in the discipline.” 

 
Source: http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/plagiarism_casestudy.cfm 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-details compiled from several cases at University of Guelph. -Instance of patch-writing



Case Study 
 • “Mary Jones began to investigate further. By entering a few 
words from suspicious passages in Google, she instantly 
found that her student had plagiarized from several sources 
available on the Internet. By combining her own 
considerable knowledge of writing in the field, and by 
checking the articles listed in the bibliography, she found 
more examples of outright unacknowledged copying. What 
her student had done was to create a patchwork quilt of 
plagiarized paragraphs from a number of sources, a 
patchwork joined together within the student’s own 
organizational framework.” 
 

Source: http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/plagiarism_casestudy.cfm 

 
 



Case Study: Consequences 
 • “Professor Jones wrote asking the student to come in for an 
interview and reported the plagiarism to the Dean. In the 
end, the student received an official warning and received a 
zero in the course.” 
 
 

Source: http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/plagiarism_casestudy.cfm 

 



Plagiarism in the digital age  
 
• Easier to do  

 
 
• Easier to track 
 



AU policies on plagiarism for 
students 

 
• Definition(s)  
• Academic misconduct policy 
• Key concepts 

– Intellectual honesty 
– Academic integrity 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-This is from the 2009 Student Calendar, so is information available to students-AU plagiarism policy is a type of Academic Misconduct-D=includes work produced by the student for another course-Each type of offence has a specific officer to designated to deal with cases	-in the case of plagiarism and all associated penalities, it is the Dean of the Faculty or designate and some penalties approved by the VP academic
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AU policies on plagiarism for 
students 

 
• AU Academic Misconduct policy 

– http://www.athabascau.ca/calendar/page11_0
2_new.html#2 

 
• Penalties for academic misconduct 

– http://www.athabascau.ca/calendar/page11_0
3_new.html 
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Presentation Notes
-This is from the 2009 Student Calendar, so is information available to students-AU plagiarism policy is a type of Academic Misconduct-D=includes work produced by the student for another course-Each type of offence has a specific officer to designated to deal with cases	-in the case of plagiarism and all associated penalities, it is the Dean of the Faculty or designate and some penalties approved by the VP academic
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AU policies on plagiarism for 
faculty and staff 
• Student Academic Misconduct Policy  

– http://www.athabascau.ca/policy/registry/academicmiscondu
ctpolicy.htm 

– Definition 
 

• Student Academic Misconduct Disciplinary 
Procedures 
– http://www.athabascau.ca/policy/registry/academicmiscondu

ctprocedures.htm 
– Describes the process for dealing with plagiarism,  and 

includes a flow chart 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two policies that deal with plagiarism that you will be interested in :1. Student Academic Misconduct Policy-The wording of the definition for faculty is essentially the ones that the students see with some minor word changes.-Plagiarism is distinct from cheating in this policy2. Student Acacemic Misconduct Disciplinary Procedures-The process for dealing with suspected plagiarism.-There is a designate for applying each penalty-Some penalties can be applied by the Dean responsible; others have to be approved by the VPA-The complaint has to be in writing and there are strict timelines to adhere to once the proceedings have been started.-In the case that plagiarism has been committed, the student’s record is taken into account.-You will receive written notice about your complaint whether the student is cleared or if a penalty is applied.-Student has the right of appeal of the penalty.

http://www.athabascau.ca/policy/registry/academicmisconductpolicy.htm
http://www.athabascau.ca/policy/registry/academicmisconductpolicy.htm
http://www.athabascau.ca/policy/registry/academicmisconductprocedures.htm
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Update: Plagiarism Detection 
Technology Policy (PDT) 
• Approved June 2013 
• Definition: “A product or service 

authorized at AU for the purpose of 
reviewing student work for originality” 

• Source: http://ous.athabascau.ca/policy/academic/plagiarism-
detection-technology-policy.htm 

• Not yet implemented; will be soon 

 
 

 
 

http://ous.athabascau.ca/policy/academic/plagiarism-detection-technology-policy.htm
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Strategies to avoid plagiarism 
• Use data management strategies 

– “Intelligent Note taking” (e.g.  systematic use of 
quotation marks for citations) 

– Annotated bibliography 
– Tip: Introduce/comment on citations 

• Use of detecting software as educational tool (e.g. 
EndNote, RefWorks, Mendeley etc.) 

• Consult your instructor when in doubt 
• Source: http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/plagiarism_avoiding 

 

 
 

http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/plagiarism_avoiding


Resources 
• AU Library Help Centre: 

http://library.athabascau.ca/help.php 
– Tutorials (Citing & referencing; research, etc.) 

 
• Link to documentation resources on Write Site: 

http://www2.athabascau.ca/services/write-
site/documentation.php 

• Academic Integrity at the University of Guelph: 
– Tips on paraphrasing & summarizing; practical exercises 

http://www.academicintegrity.uoguelph.ca/plagiarism_a
voiding.cfm 

 
 

 

http://library.athabascau.ca/help.php
http://www2.athabascau.ca/services/write-site/documentation.php
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Questions? 
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